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w The rate of newly diagnosed COMI®cases is declining, and the average number of
people being admitted to local hospitals with CONIEDis stable for the time being.
Despie modest improvements, however, 59 people were currently in local ICUs with
COVIBL19 as of 04/26, and an average of 1.4L8uis County residents continue to die of
COVIBL9 each day. COUI® remains a major threat to public health, and while the pace
of vaccination efforts has been impressive, mostof S dzA & / 2dzy (@ Qa LJ2 LJdz |
susceptible to infection.

w Community transmission of COVID remains widespread. In the tweeek period
covered by this report, infected students and staffm at least 85St.Louis County schools
were present at school during their infectious periods, and in nearly every industry, a
majority of interviewed cases went to work while infectious.

w COVIBL9 incidence is currently highest among;19 yearolds (27.6 cases per 1@00
per day) and 1§14 yearolds (22.2 cases per 100,000 per day). However, among older
adults (where vaccination rates are becoming quite high), incidence continues to decline
to some of the lowest levels seen since the beginning of the pandemic (®.gases per
100,000 per day among people aged 80 years and older).

w St[ 2dzA & / 2 doayiRCR dositvis #ate §6 currently 5.4 percent. However, analyses
of positivity rates and testing volume stratified by region and age group elsewhere in this
report suggest that the overall positivity rate may be skewed downwarddaypbints by a
local university conducting ongoing surveillance testing of its student population, which is
concentrated in the Central region.

w Atleast1in 458 SLouis County resahts has died of COUD® since the beginning of the
outbreak, and at least 1.4 residents continue to die of C&MIDBn an average day.
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Overall Trends

03/30¢04/12 04/13¢04/26

1. Rate of new cases 0 0

2. Trend in new cases 0 0

3. Contacts per case* o] 0

4. Test positivity rate

5. Hospital admissions 0

6. Deaths 0 0

7. Daily tests 0 0

8. ICU occupancy 0 o}

NOTE: To account for reporting and data entry delays, this report focuses on data about COVID
19 cases diagnosed through 04/26. Unless otherspsxified, all averages are seveay
rolling averages. Data are current as of 04/29.
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New Caseso

Between 04/13 and 04/26, the average number of new Ca&\@bases diagnosed among
St.Louis County residents decreased by 24 percent from 172.4 to t8%e% per day. Despite
this decreasing trends, the current rate of daily COY®Rliagnoses (13.2 cases per 100,000
residents per day) remains very high.

Reported COVID-19 Cases Over Time

St. Louis County residents
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The red line is a rolling seven-day average.

Test Positivity Rate

As of 04/26, the seveday positivity rate among Stouis County residentgceiving PCR
testing for COVI9 is 5.4 percent.
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Proportion of Specimens Testing Positive for SARS-CoV-2 RNA

St. Louis County residents
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Hospital Admissioris

Based on data released by the Shuis Metropolitan Pandemic Task Force and

ythe trend in average daily hospitalizations for
COVIB19 at SSM, BJC, Mercy, and Stiz] S Q& K 2 & LUauis Imétd ardayemaife&flat{ i &
between 04/13 (38.7 new patients per day) and 04/26 (38.6 newep&iper day).

St.Louis County DPH is still developing its ability to more specifically track @@%#Bociated
hospitalizations among Stouis County residents.

Deathsd

As of 04/26, at least 1 in 458 &buis County residents has died of COI82180 total

COVIBL9 deaths). Between 04/13 and 04/26, reported COV®Eassociated deaths decreased
by 13 percent from 1.6 to 1.4 deaths per day. However, this apparent improvement should be
evaluated in context:

w Deaths are a lagging indicator of the setyeof the COVIEL9 pandemic. For people who
die of COVIEL9 infection, the time from onset of iliness to death is often several weeks.
w St.Louis County DPH is almost certainly not yet aware of all CGD®/éleaths that
occurred between 04/13 and 04/26. We2 YSGAYS&a R2 y204 tSINYy 27F |
their death certificate has been filed and the Missouri Department of Health and Senior
Services matches death certificate data with CGMBurveillance data, which can take
several weeks. For recent dateve may be aware of fewer than half of the true number
of COVIEL9 deaths.


https://slu-opengis.github.io/covid_daily_viz/stl#Hospitalizations
https://slu-opengis.github.io/covid_daily_viz/stl#Hospitalizations
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Reported COVID-19 Associated Deaths Over Time

St. Louis County residents
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The red line is a rolling seven-day average.

Tests per Day

As of 04/26, an average of 1,565 specimens are being collected for confirmatory-C®DVID

testing (i.e., PCR testing) per day fromL8uis County residents. Bhs 4 percent higher than

St 2dzAa / 2dzyieQa SaidlofAaKSR GFNBSG 2F wmIpnn t
of 5.4 percent indicates that this volume may not be adequate for the current rate of

community transmission, and more testing mag urgently needed to inform isolation and

guarantine decisions and curtail the spread of COMUDn the community.
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COVID-19 Tests per Day

St. Louis County residents
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The red line is a rolling seven-day average.

ICU Occupancy

According to data released by the Pandemic Task force, 59 intensive care unit (ICU) beds at
SSM, BJC, Mercy, aBtl[ dz] SQ& K 2 & LUkuis Imétd ardayveré d¢cipield Byd
confirmed or suspected COVID patients as of 04/26 6.8 percent of total ICU capacity,
assuming a total capacity of 871 ICU beds. While Ge&dizd ICU occupancy is much lower
than theextreme levels reached in November and December, local ICU resources remain
somewhat constrained.

Demographic Trends

Age Groups

Between 04/13 and 04/26, the average rate of new COMIdiagnoses decreased among all
age groups except forq® yearolds and10¢19 yearolds (no change). The largest decreases (in
relative terms) were observed among people aged 80 years and eftepércent) and 2€R9
yearolds €41 percent). As of 04/26, the average rate of newly diagnosed COd/tAses is
highest by far amog 10;19 yearolds (24.9 cases per 100,000 per day) and lowest amoqg 60
69, 7G0;79, and 86plus yearolds (7.3, 5.3, and 2.9 cases per 100,000 per day, respectively).
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Rate of New COVID-19 Diagnoses by Age Group
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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As of 04/26, positivity rates among those receiving PCR testing range from 1.7 penwetg a
80-plus yearolds to 8.2 percent among 489 yearolds. Agestratified positivity rates generally
decreased or remained flat between 04/13 and 04/26, except foipbint increases amongc0
9 yearolds (from 5.2 to 6.9 percent) and @10 yearolds (fran 3.1 to 4.8 percent).
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Percent Positive by Age Group
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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As of 04/26, PCR testing volume is at or abovp St.dzA & / 2dzy Geé Qa Gl NBS
100,000 per day for K19 yearolds (260 tests), 229 yearolds (241 tests), 3B yearolds

(160 tests), and people aged 80 years alko (157 tests), but all other age groups have fallen
below that target threshold. More testing may be urgently needed among groups with high
positivity rates and low rates of testing, such &9 @earolds (114 tests per 100,000 per day,
6.9 percent posive) and 4@49 yearolds (136 tests per 100,000 per day, 8.2 percent positive).

The particularly high rates of testing among;10 and 2@29 yearolds likely reflect
exceptionally high rates of testing among students at a local university condsctiagillance
testing of its own population, but not necessarily high rates of testing among abh@ds
County residents in those age groups.

2T
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Testing Volume by Age Group
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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Race

Thirty percent of cases from the week ending 04/24 were reported without information about
the casepatiey 1 Qa NJ OS> gKAOK O2YLX AOIGS&a Fylfeaaa

between 04/13 and 04/26, for cases where race is known, the average rate of new-C®VID

diagnoses decreased by 39 percent among Asian residents, by 35 percent among Black or
African American residents (following a pronounced increase in new cases), and by 32 percent
among white residents. Incidence remained stable among multiracial residents at 8 cases per

100,000 residents per day during the same period. As of 04/26, the aeate of newly

diagnosed infections among Black and Afridanerican residents (14.2 cases per 100,000 per

day) is 2.1 times the rate among white residents (6.7 cases per 100,000 per day).

Racial groups with fewer than one case diagnosed per day (Aménidam/Alaska Native,

bFrGADBS 1 FéFAAFYKhGKSNI t | OAFAO Latl yRSNE

analysis.

I YR
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Rate of New COVID-19 Diagnoses by Race
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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Ethnicity

Forty percent of cases from the week ending 04/24 were reported without information about
the caseLJ ( A Sy (i Quhictsdbripyicat€sannkysks of trends by ethnic group. Among cases
where ethnicity is known, rates of new COMI®diagnoses decreased by 49 percent among
Hispanic or Latino residents of Sbuis County and by 32 percent among #dispanic

residents betwen 04/13 and 04/26. As of 04/26, the average rate among Hispanic residents
(12.0 cases per 100,000 per day) is 57 percent higher than the rate amorigisyamic

residents (7.6 cases per 100,000 per day).
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Rate of New COVID-19 Diagnoses by Ethnicity
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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Region

St.Louis County DPH often divides the mtyuby ZIP Code into five regions, based on economic
and demographic factors, for the purpose of measuring broad geographic trends below the
county level.
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Average rates of new COVID diagnoses decreased in all five regions between 04/13 and
04/26, withparticularly steep declines in the Centré8§ percent) and Inner North34
percent) regions. As of 04/26, the average rate of new CQ9l@iagnoses is highest in the
Outer North region (16.5 cases per 100,000 per day), followed by the Inner Nor#), (3duth
(13.0), West (12.3), and Central (9.8) regions.

Rate of New COVID-19 Diagnoses by Sub-County Region
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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The severday positivity rate among those receiving PCR testing increased by 1.4 points in the
South region between 04/13 and 04/26, decreased by 2.0 points and 1.2 points in the Inner and
Outer North regions (respectively), and remained stable in the West and Central regions. As of
04/26, the PCR positivity rate is highest among residents of the Outer North, Inner North, and
South regions (7.7, 7.6, and 7.5 percent positive, respectively), falltwyehe West (6.0

percent) and Central (2.3 percent) regions.

The especially low positivity rate in the Central region is partly attributable to a local university
conducting a largacale screening program among its own population. Markedly high testing
volumeandlowprél S&G LINRPOFOATAGE |Y2y3 GKS dzyAGSNEA G
the region are likely distorting the measurements for the rest of the region.
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Percent Positive by Sub-County Region
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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As of 04/26, the average rate of confirmatory COVftesting ranges from 93 tesper

100,000 per day in the South region to 343 in the Central region. Reported PCR testing volume
isbelowStf 2dzA a / 2dzydeéQa GFNBSGO 2F wmpn GSada LISNI m.
Central region. Moreover, the exceptionally high testwadjume among residents of the Central

region is partly attributable to a local university conducting a lesgale screening program

FY2y3a Ada 2¢y LRLMAFGA2Y FYyR tA1Stfe R2Sa y2i
broader population.

Testing Volume by Sub-County Region
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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ZIP Gde

Between 04/13 and 04/26, the iday rate of new diagnoses among Stuis County residents
ranged from O cases in the 63140 ZIP Code tabulation area (ZCTA) to 425 cases per 100,000 in
the St.Louis County portion of the 63138 ZCTA.

See below for a mapf COVIEL9 rates by ZIP Code tabulation area (ZCTA) over a foudizen
period. ZCTAs have been excluded from the analysis if they had between one and four cases
diagnosed between 04/13 and 04/26 or if their residential population is less than 100 people.
For counts and rates of new and cumulative CEGMIRases by ZIP Code, please visit@tis

| 2 dzy GQ/BED statistics dashboardr Open Government page

Rate of New COVID-19 Diagnoses by ZIP Code
St. Louis County residents, 04/13 to 04/26
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https://stlcorona.com/resources/covid-19-statistics1/
https://data-stlcogis.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/covid-19-zip-code-data-w-past-14-days
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Given the close attention being paid to youth sports and the 202Q@1 school year, the
following section ékes a closer look at COVIB trends among SLouis County residents aged
19 years and younger.

Cases by Age Group

Between 04/13 and 04/26, average rates of new C@MIdiagnoses increased amongP5
yearolds (+22 percent) and £Q4 yearolds (+14 percat) while decreasing among;d year
olds €29 percent) and 1&19 yearolds €8 percent). As of 04/26, average rates of new
diagnoses among youth are highest amongl%yearolds (27.6 cases per 100,000 per day),
followed by 1@14 yearolds (22.2), §9 yea-olds (14.0), and€4 yearolds (5.3).

Rate of New COVID-19 Diagnoses by Age Group
St. Louis County residents aged 19 and younger, 04/13 to 04/26
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Positivity by Age Group

Between 04/13 and 04/26, SAR®\2 prevalence on PCR tests increased by 1.8 points among
5¢9 yearolds, decreased by 1.6 points among;10 yearolds, and remained relatively stable
among0c4 and 1519 yearolds. As of 04/26, youth positivity rates are highest amog@ 5
yearolds (8.8 percent), followed by §04 yearolds (8.1 percent), k39 yearolds (5.0

percent), and @4 yearolds (4.4 percent). These positivity rates indicate thatlasgantial
proportion of infections among youth is likely going undetected and that more testing is
needed to identify those cases, inform isolation and quarantine decisions, and curtail
transmission.

The relatively low positivity rate measured among;18yearolds is partly attributable to a
local university conducting an ongoing laigale screening program among its student
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population. A high volume of surveillance testing among thatojpulation is almost certainly
masking a higher positivity rate amg the broader 1§19 yearold population, which is not
being tested at such a high rate.

Percent Positive by Age Group
St. Louis County residents aged 19 and younger, 04/13 to 04/26
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Testing Coverage by Age Group

As of 04/26, average PCR testing volume is belojv 8tdzA & / 2dzy e Qa Gl NBS
100,000 per day among;@ yearolds (104 ésts per 100,000 per day);,® yearolds (123 tests),

and 1@;14 yearolds (144 tests). Testing volume is very high amorgd.9yearolds (374 tests

per 100,000 per day), though this is partly due to regular screening of students at a local
university, whib means that high testing volume among one fdpulation of college

students could be masking a lower volume of testing (and a greater prevalence of infection)
among older adolescents more broadly.

21
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Testing Volume by Age Group
St. Louis County residents aged 19 and younger, 04/13 to 04/26
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Cases by ZIP Code

Between 04/13 and 04/26, the iday ate of new COVHR9 diagnoses among &iouis County
youth ranged from O cases in the Bouis County portion of the 63120 ZIP Code tabulation area
(ZCTA) to 536 cases per 100,000 in the 63131 ZCTA.

See below for a map and data table of COWIxase couts and rates among Stouis County

youth by ZIP Code tabulation area (ZCTA). ZCTAs have been excluded from the analysis if they
had between one and four youth cases diagnosed between 04/13 and 04/26 or if their youth
population is less than 100 people.
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ZIP Youth cases, last 1 Youth Youth cases per 100,000 populatio
Code days population last 14 days
63131 27 5039 535.8
63138 32 6222 514.3
63117 8 1607 497.8
63034 19 4150 457.8
63005 23 5705 403.2
63026 25 6459 387.1
63043 17 4783 355.4
63044 10 2832 353.1
63017 32 9768 327.6
63042 16 4885 327.5
63038 6 1906 314.8
63122 34 11155 304.8
















